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THE OFPERATIONS CF THE 22KD INFANTRY (hTH.IE?AETRY'DIVISION)
IN THE HURTGEN FOREST, GERMANY, 16 NOVEMBER-3 DECEMBER 19##
(RHINELAHD CAMPAIGN) .
(Personal Experience of a Regimental Munitions Officer)
ORIENTATION
INTRODUCTION

This monograph covers the operatians of tha 220d Inrantry
(4%h Infantry Division) in the HURTGEN FOREST, eest of ZWEIFALL,
GERMANY, 14 Hcvamber - 3 December 1944.

First, let us review brierly the strategic conslderations
underlyiang the operaticn and the major evants-whieh led up tolit.

On 6 June 194k, the US First Army, BRITISH Second Army, and
the CANADIAN First Army suwecessfully invaded northern FEANGE along
the coast of NﬂBHAHDY’betwean the ORNE RIVER and the CARENTAN
ESTUARY, and the east coast of the COTENTIN PENINSULAR, and by
26 August, had secured the Lodgment area (exocept ST. K121IRE,-
~ BREST, and LORIENT), liberated _PARTS, and captured firm bridgeheads
across the SEINE RIVER. (See Map A)

In May 1944, 1t was decided that the RUHR, the nearest
ipdustrial areca vital to German economy would be the primary
objective in GERMANY, The operatien‘;;:;gzzggﬁ;as to make the
main effort with the bulk of the forces along the sxis AMiEKB-
MAUBEUGE-IEIGE-the RUHR, and a secondary effort with a smaller
force élong the axis VERDUH#HETZ,_QQ destroy the German Torces
west of the RHIKE RIVER and to envelop the RUER from the north
and frem the aénth. The northern route was chosen for the main
effort since it was the most direct route to the Ruhr; it would
insure a secure left ritnk resting on the ehannel; it was within
range of air bases in the United Kingdom; it would make feasible

maximum eooréinaticn.with allied sea power in opening and operating



the channel porta; and, the route was through good alrfield
country. (1) _

On 15 August 1944, the US Seventh Army successfully invaded
southern France along the FRENCH-MEDITERRANEAN COAST in the
 CANNES-TOULON srea. (2) o |

During the period Eé August-30 September, the allies over-
ran NORTHERN FRANCE, LUXEMBURG, BELGIUM, and southern HOLLARWD.
The British forces had captured the ports of LE HARVE, BRUGES,

e

end AHTWERP First US Army forces had liberated HAASTRICHT and
had penetrated the SIEGFRIED LINE in the vicinity of ALCHEN,
and east of LUXEMBURG; Third US Army had cloged to the MOZELLE
RIVER in the vieinity of METZ, and secured bridgeheads at NANCY,
and south of METZ; Seventh US Army, making swlft progress up the
RHONE VALLEY hsad made contact with 3rd Army from the north om
11 September at SOMBARNON, FRANCE. (3) |

During the month of Gctober, the allied drive lost its
“Sgﬁzgh;ith the reaching of the SIEGFRIED LINE im the north,
and the MOSSELLE RIVER in the south. The extensive fortifi-
cations, the extent of the area covered by the Allled forces
over a short perlod of time, and the need for addltlonal supplies
at forwaerd points to sustain the drive made it apparent that no
further large scale offensive could be launched until sdditicnal
forceg could be concentrated and the logistical situation
improved. By 1 November the Allied forces were disposed along
a line which, beginning in the north on the banks of the RHINE
RIVER, extended 500 miles southward to the border of SWITZERLAND.

(3)

(1) a-1
(2) A-1, p. 295
(3) A-2, p. 52



The 4th Infantry Division landed on UTAH BEACH at H-HOUR,

D-Day, a3 sn assault element of US Firgt Arm& and fought con-
tinuously throughout the Normandy Cempalgn which resulted in
| the capturs of CHERBOURG, and the ST. LO BREAKTHROUGH. (4)

On 10 November 1944, after breachlng the enemy defense
line at ST. LO, and pursult of the enemy through northern FRAKCE
and BELGIUM, the 4th Infantry Division had reached the German
'Frcntier, and was in position on the western fringe of the
HURTGEN FOREST, east of ZWEIFALL, GERMANY. (4)

The First and Ninth US Army waﬁ ordered to continué the
sttack between 11-16 November. The First US Army was to attack
to the eamst to reach the RHINE RIVER in the viecinity of COLOGNE,

eand BONN, and te seize a bridgehead across the RHINE RIVER 1f
the situation should permit. The Ninth US Army on the left was
to attack in coordination with First US Army and to protect 1ts
left flank, (5)

GENERAL SITUATICN

 The "SIEGFRIED LINE® (commonly mown as the German West
Wall), was a continuous'éeriea of pillboxes and emplacements
extending along the western boundaries of Germany from KLEVE on
the Duteh frontler to LORRACH, near BASLE on the Swiss border.
It consisted mostly of a large number of relnforced concrete
pillboxes for machine guns and sntitank wsapons. (See Map a) {(6)

The line itself, was constructed on the first natural |
barrier, east of the German border., Where this natural barrier
was weskest the plilbox concentration was the strongest. The
basic principle behind the placement of pillboxes was simple and
logical, namely to increase the defensive potential of the terrain
along the German frontler. Where tanks and Infﬁntry would have a
) Personai kmowledge

(4
(5) A-1, p. 328; A-3, P. 73, T4
(6) Personal imowledge
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difficult job in attacking, the defenses were sketchy. Where a
natural attack-cofridor existed (AACHEN PLAIN), there the
defenses were most dense. (6)

Four years of neglect during the high tide of German congquest
had made cemouflage superb. Undergrowth, turf, and disguise
made many of the boxes extremaly difficult to 1ocate. Pillboxes
were mutually supporting and posssased excellent patha of fire.
They occurred wherever ths terrain Indicated profitable use of
8 machine gun or antitank weapon. They wers further strengthened
by use of mines and barbed wire. (6)

Several dense patches er foreét are scattered slong the
~line. These proved dense enough to.handicap armored meneuver.
Thay also furnished excellent concealment for Infantry, and in
fhﬁm visibility was more sulitable for defenders who did not
have to move., (7)

It should be remembered that the basic design of the SIEGFRIED
LINE called for the employment of mobile field armiles, opsrating
out of, and behind it. The real defense was to be an aggressive
counterattacking force, basing its offense from the SIEGFRIED
LINE. The object of the defenses was not to sfop-tha enemy, but
to 2low him up and tire him in the attack and then hit him with
strong counterattacks. No single key position presented an
opportunity for any brilliant attack thet would break the entire .
syatem, (8) |

By this time the enemy had succeeded partially in their
afforts to reorganiza and reinforce thelr western armies.,. Many

of the hastlly organized battle groups and temporary divisions

(6) Personal knowledge
(7} Personal knowledge



that had been able to block the allied rush in September had been
reoassembled 1nto_recognized nuzbered divisions. Fortress
battalions were formed to man the "Weat Wall Defenses." The
fanatical resistance was quite a contraat to the haphazard
uninspired rear guard action which the enemy had put up in France
and Belgium., From September onward, advances by the Allied Forces
was measured in thousands of yards and, by a heavy price in
casunalties and material for evefy yard'gainad, For once 1t
seemed the FUEHRERS oft repeated exhortation to "defend to the
last msn and the last round® was not falling om barren ground.
This infusion of new blood into the “Wesg Wall Defenses" was
particularly noticesble on the First US Army fromt. (9){10)

The First Army plan for the coming offensive called for a
large scale coordinated attack to secure crossings of the ROER
RIVER, to facilitate the advance of the US PFirst jrnylto the RHINE
RIVER, and the asssault on COLOGKE and_Eggy. The VIII Corps on
the right flank was to conduet an aggressive defense in its sector
and be prepared to advance on KOBLENZ on Army order. Ths V Corps,
an interior Corps, was to make a preliminary attack to secure

the VOSSEHAGH-SCHMIDT-STRAUGH area. After securing this aresa,

B o A A s, it

V Corps was to bé prepared to advance on BONN within the Corps
zone on Army order after the VII Corps had penetrated the enemy's
main positions. The VII Corps, to which the 4th Infantry Division
was assigned, on the left flank, would make the main effort in

the direction of DUREN and COLOGNE to penetrate the enemy's main

(9) A-3, p. 84
(10) A-4, A-5



positions and to advence to the RHINE EIVER in the vicinity of
COLOGNE. (11) S

The attack by First Army was to be coordinated with en attack
by Ninth Army, and was scheduled to follow an intensive aerial
bembardmeﬁt by 2392 heavy bombé:s,_lﬂ? medium bombers, and L85
fighter bembers from the American and British Airforce, along
the entire First and Rinth Army front, The attack by First Army
was pot to be launched during the pericd 11-16 November until |
weather conditions permitted the use of fighter bombers, On 16
November the attack was to be launched regardless of weather
eonditlon. (12)

The weather continued bad, the attack was postpobed from
day to day until 16 November, when it was finally initiated. (13)

VII Corps planned to attack with the 104th Division; 3rd
Armored Division; lst Infantry Division; and kth Infentry Division
in that order from left to right, The lst Infentry Divisien
would make the main effort by attacking in the direetien of
ERWEHE to seize crossings of the ROER RIVER north of DUREN,
and capture the town of GRESSEHIGH and the HAHHIGE-HDRTHBERG

et

RIDGE., The 104th Division was to attack with its mein effort
acrth of ESCHWEILER and the INDE RIVER to plnch out enemy defenses
in tho_vicinity.or ESCHWETLER, The 3rd Armored Division, initially
supported by the attack of the 104th Division on the left, and

(11) A'B’ P-67
(12) A=3, ps 73,74
(13) Personal knowledgo



the 1st Division on the right, would attack when ordered by
Corps in conjunction with the lst Divlalon tb selze the area
HASTENRATH-WERTH-KOTTENICH. The 4th Division, to which the 22nd
\E;;:;:;;M;;s“aSSignad, oﬁ the right, was to selze & crossing of
the ROER RIVER in the vicinity of DUREN and to the south thereof;
to aéaist the advance of the lst Infantry Division to selze (14)
COLOGNE; and to protect ths right flank of the VII Corps. (See
Map B) |

The SIEGFRIED LINE stretehes across the entire 7thlcorps
front. To the south the HURTGEN FOREST constituted & natural
barrier which would be difficult to penetrate., In general, the
terraiﬁ consisted of numerous streams and steep slopes which made
it unsuited for armor. The tsrrain, combined with almost con-
tinuous adverse weather conditions favored the enemy's defenses.
In addition to the SIEGFRIED LINE defenses, and 1tz natural
barriers, the Corps was opposed by the Tth Germsn Army, which
was well organized and well trained. (15)

The closlng of the campalgn in morthern France againat
cumparatively weak enemy resistance, followed by a more stabillzed
situation, éngbled the Division to properly indoctrinate and
traln its replacements. The Division was in fighting trim, and
the morale and esprit was high. Although the German forces had
suffered defeat in France, and many of the units wsre not up to
thelir normal strength, they were well organized and well trained,
and consisted mostly of combat veterans. Thelr morale was good.
Their disadvantages, however, were off-set by the advantages
afforded by the terrain and adverse weather conditions., (18)(17)
(18)

(14) A-3, p. 72, 73

{15 A-3, p. 52, 84

16) Personal kmowledge
{17} A-6, A-7

18) A-~-8, A-9



DISPOSITION AND PLANS OF THE 4TH INFANTRY DIVISION

The Division was polsed along a line extending approximately
7,000 yards south along the westerm fringe of the HURTGEN FOREST.
Confronting the Division on & line extending south through the
HURTGEN FOREST, were elements of the 2nd Panzer Division, the

544th Grenadiar Divislon, and the Bch and 91st Infantry

i s A T

_ Division's. (17) (18) (19)

In accordance with the Corps plan the division planned to

attack in conjunction with the lat Division to secure the high

e TR i

grzgnd east of SCHEVENHUTTE, end capture the towns of CGROSSHAU
Bl ,

%EggngIHHAU. The 8th Infantry on the left, would attack east

E; 1; //;n its zone to seize the high ground east of SCHEVENHUTTE,

o

astride the SCHEVEHHUTTE-GURZENIC%Aroad. The 22nd Infantry would
attack east 1n 1ts zome of action fo seize the towns of GROSSHAU
and KLEINHAU, and secure the GROSSHAU-KLEINHAU opening (clearing
in the forest). The 12th Infantry would attack to the northeast

to selze a line of departure, and provids routes for Combat

Command ”R“‘ﬁth Armored Divigion, and to clear mines from Route

"A" and "B" and protect the right flank of the division.

M b st

Combat Command "R™ 5th Armored Division would be prepared, when
objectives of the 12th and 22nd Infantry had been secured, to
advance by route jﬁ:«Er 2§F to selze HURTGEN and the HURTGEN-
BERGSTEIN RIDGE, éuécessinely. The 24th cavalry Reconnaissance

- P
prevet Lt o S

Squadron {less 1 troop) would maintaln contact between the sth

and 22nd Infantry; the 4th Raconnaissance Troep (macz) would

L

maintain contact with the 12th Infantry and the 24th Cavalry

(17) A-6; A-7
(18) A-8;: A-9
(19) A-10
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Reconnaisssnce 3Squadron., The llne of departure would be the

line presently held by the'47th_1pfantry Regiment end the 298th

' r———_———yt.

Engineer (C)_Battalion. H-hour and D~day would be announced. (20)

eam ey

REGIMENTAL SITUATION

 The “SIEGFRIED LINE" in this sector was a continuous obstacle
extqnding'across the entire ngimsntal.rront. It was here con-
strucfed to implement the natural barriers formed by the HURTGEN
FOREST. (21) _

The forest constituted one of the ma jor obstacles to the
advance of the Regimagt. Tall, closely packed fir trees rise
seventy-five to one hundred feet above the damp, rugged floor of
the forsst allowling littles sunlight to filter through even on the
brighteat dayse The heavy carpet of plne needles provided con-
coalment for all types of mines, The tall fif treeg caused
artillery projectliles to detonate in the alr, caubing the same
casualty effectﬂas air-bursts. Apprecigting the value of the

forest as a natural obstacle the enemy used all the resources at
his disposal to strengthen the barrier, Liberal and clever use
was made of wire, pillboxes, énd mines. The perpetual gloom of
the forest destroyed morale, The denseness of fhe“foreat quite
naturally precluded that close airaand artillery supporf to
which the division had been so accustomedes The terrain in the

- forest was hllly with numsrous unbridged icy mountain streams,
and ateep slopes. The road net, éombined with deep mud, was
woefully 1nadequate-to support a unit of this sizes. The forest
was dense enough to handicap the mansuver of armored iehicles,

and the hilly terrain and flooded umnbridged streams canallized

(20) A=-10
(21) Peraonal knowledge
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the movement of all vehicular traffics It furnished excellent
cover and concealment for infantry, hoteier, viaibility was
more sultable for the defandér, sinés he did ﬁbt have to.move-
(22) o
‘ Enemy forces oppesing the regiment consi#ted of elements
of the 105§t3,~1057?p'ap§ 1058th Infantry Regiments. These
forces ;:;;‘iéli 6rganized and well trained. The terrain and
thickly wooded forest gave the enemy advantage over am attacking
force. (23) (24) | |

On 10 November the roegiment had completed its plana for the
attack, and had made arrangemsnta for the reinforcement of the
outpost line held by the 298th Engineer (C) Battalion should that
action become necessary. Most of the reconnalssance was accom-
plished from the 1line of departure, which was outposted by the
298th Engineer (C) Battatlion. The walt for suiteble weather
to launch the eocrdinated offensive provided the regiment with
valuable time for the preparation for tbe attacke Schools were
conducted for all company grade offlcers, in woods fighting and
adjustment of artillery fire. Anticipating the difficulties of
mailntaining communication during the operation, detailed arrange-
ments were made to augment the regimental communication system.
A surplus of wire and radio equipment was accumulated and communi-
catlon personnel of the battalions were doubled, and in sonme
instances tripled. 8pecial attention was also given to supply
and evacuation problems, and additional hand-carrying parties
and litter squads were formed. (22, (25)

{22) Personal knowledge
(23) A-6; A=7

(24) A-8; A-9

(25) 4-10
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During this five day lull, continuous raln, hail, or snow
had turned the flelds and trails into streams of mud. Icy
mountain streams had flooded over their banks, which handicépped
the movement of all vehicular traffic. (26) |

Althoﬁgh limitations were imposed on the expenditure of 105mm
artillery and 8lmm mortar ammunition, the regiment had aceumulated
e atock pile of this type smmunition which could be used to supple-
ment existing allocations from higher headquarters. (26)

THE REGIEENTAL PLAN OF ATTACK (27)
(See Map C)

The Regiment planned to attack initially in a column of

Battalions in order 2nd, 1st and 3rd Battalion, (27)
The,2nd'Battalien would attack to the northeast to selze the
high ground dominsting ROAD "A". After crossing the line of
departure, it would drop one'Cdmpany to form a defensive north
(left) flank. The lst Battalion would follow the 2nd Battalion,
swing to the north and pass through the 2nd Battalion Rifle
Company protecting the north flank and attack astrlde TRAIL “E“

to seize HILL "X" and the TRAIL JUNCTION on its north slope, snd
protect the left (north) flank of the Regiment. The 3rd Battalion,

in reserve, would follow the 2nd and lst Battalion to c¢clear TRAIL
"EH and-protgct the right flank of the Regiment,

"~ All 8lmm mortars of the Combat Team were to be massed and
entplaced in position to support the attack, The mortars wlth
wire communication te each of the Rifle Battallons would provids
their massed fires where needed. Priority of‘fire would be given
initlally to the 2nd Battalion. |

(26) Personal knowledge
(27) A-11
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Company "C", 87th Chemical Mortar Battallon (less one Platoon)‘
would be in general support of the Regimente |
The 44th Field Artillery Battalion reinforced by the fires
of the 20th Fiéld Artillery Battalion {(155mm Howitzers) would bé
in gensral support of the Regiment. To deceive the snemy,

. heavy concentrations would be placed to the right (acuth) and
left (north) flanks of the area the Hegiment planned to penetrate.

Initially, priority of fire was toc be given to the 2nd Battalions
Company "C" and Company D" (less three platoons) 70th Tank
Battalion an&—oﬁe platoon Company "C“, 803rd Tenk Destroyer
Batfalion would Initiglly be held in reserve, The nature of the
terralin and the denseness of ;ha forest precluded their use.
Company "C", 4th Engineer (G) Battalion would support the
advance of the Combat Tesm by clearing mines, barbed wire entangle-
ments and booby trapa in the Regimental zone of actiom, facilitate
the advance of Tenks and Tank Destroyers, and clear the MSR --
priority initially given te TRAIL "E". _
At 0100, 16 November, CT 22 was notified that D-day was
16 November, and later that H-hour was 1245, (28)

NARBATION
FIRST DAY OF ATTACK (16 November)

'The day dawned overcast and cloudy. As the morning wore
on, the sky began to clear., At 1100 there was a celling of
broken clcuds over the entire Regimentasl szector. At 1145 the
Alr Attack commenced. Artillery preparations commenced at H-éo

and continued to H-hour, (28)

(28) Personal knowledge
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The 2nd Battallion, led by Lieutenant Colenel Glen D. Walker,
crosséd the_;in?m2££q§parture promptly at 1245 hours. Resistance
was relativei;“light immedlately following the alr and artillery
bombardment. However, slow progress was mede agalnst extenaive
mine flields, and dense woods., At 1335 hours ths Battallon
dropped one Company to form a defensive flank to the north.
Continuing against moderste resistance, the Battallon advanced
approximately 600 yards before making contact with the enemy.

By 1500, the enemy had begun to recover somewhat from the shock
of the initial Air and Artillery bomberdment, and resistance
began teo stiffen, By 1610, after gaining approximately 1500
yards, the Battalion was stopped by murdercus machine gun,
artillery, and mortar fire, and secured its position for the
night. Enemy forces from the north caused the Battalion to swing
to the north, therseby making its front almost perpendieculsr to
the line of departure. (29)

The 1lst Battalion, led by Major Hubert L. Prake, following
the 2nd Batﬁalion, crossed the line of departure, swung to tha
north, passed through the énd Battallon Rifle Company protecting
the left (north) flank and attacked along TRAIL "E". B8low progreas
was made in negotlating extensive mine flelds and barbsd wire
entanglements. After asdvancing approximately 500 yards the
attack struck the flanks and rear of a dug-in enemy Battalion
which occupied a defensive position on the forward slopes of
HILL "X" along the general trace of STREAM "I"., By 1640, the
Battglién hsd maneuvered its right (east) flank asbout halfway up
the southern slope of HILL "X" and secursed its poaition for the
night, (29)

(29) A-4, p. 3,4
15



The 3rd Battalion, led by Lieutenant Colonel Arthur S.
Teague, was ordered to relieve elements of the 2nd Battalion
securing the southern part of TRAIL "E" and to clear this fire
break for use as a temporary MSR. At 1500, Company "I" and "L%
moved to the right (south) flank te relleve elements of the 2nd
Battalion and open TRAIL "E", (30)

In the four daylight hours of 1ts first day of attack, the
Regiment had gained approximately 1500 yards at a cost of 46
: Enlisted Men and 9 Officers. (30)

During the night enemy artillery_and‘mgrtar fire increased
in 1ntensity.r Thg tall firs caused the projectiles to detonate
above the ground with the same casualty effect as air bursts.
Maintenance of communicationa caused conslderable difficulty
despite continuous efforts of communicatlion perscnnel. Telephone
instruments, wire llnes, and radics wefe destroyed faster than
they could be replaced. (31)

SECOND DAY OF ATTACK (17 November) (32) (33)

The scheme of maneuver for the attack on 17 November called
for the lst Battalion with one platoon of tanks attached, to
continue 1ts attack along TRAIL "E" to seize HILL-“X" approxi-
mately 1000 yards to the north and the TRAIL JUNCTION on its
forward slppé. The Battalion would then swing to the esast and
attack abreast of the 2nd Battalion to seize the high ground
approximately 500 yards to the front which dominated ROAD ™A%,

The 2nd Battalion would continue its advance to the esast tb selze

(5()) A-Q;, Da 4

(31) Personal knowledge
(32) Personsl knowledge
(33) A-4, pe 4,5
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the high ground dominating ROAD "A". The 3rd Battalion would
continue to protect the right (south) flank of the Regiment and
ald in clearing TRAIL "E". |

The attack, scheduled to jump off at 0830, was delayed‘
until 0945 by extremely heavy enemy artillery and mortar concen-
trations throughout the Regimental zéne of action, the death of
the 1st Battalion Commander (Major Hubert L. Drake), the wounding
of the 3rd Battalion Commander (Lieutenent Colonel Arthur S.
‘Teague):*and extensive minefieldas. However, with a 30 ninutgi
artillery bombardment, snd with pursuit alreraft of the IX Tactical
Alr Command In support, the attack jumped off at 0945.

Against heavy artillery, mortar, and machine gun, and small
. arms flire, the lat Battalion, led by Liesutenant Colonel George
M. Goforth, pushed forward, and by 1145 hed secured the TRAIL
JUNCTION on the north slope of HILL "X"., By 1330 it had pushed
a defensive flank 500 yards further to the north. During this
ac;ion two tanks aﬁpporting the attack were knocked out by
miﬁes. The remaining three tanks of the attached platoon were
uwnable to advance wlth foot elements because of the dense woods
bordering the mined fire bresks. As planned, the lst Battalion
then attacked to the east. The advance was slow - control
difficult. The minefields, barbed wire entanglements were con=
tinuous, every foot of advance was bitterly contested. The enemy
was msking a determined effort to prevent the cutting of ROAD
"A" - the main north-south road mﬁing through the HURTGEN FOREST.

However, by 1630 leading elements of the lst Battalion had reached
& position on the north-east slope of HILL "X" from which ROAD

"A" could be dominated by fire. Here, the Battalion wes ordered

to gsecure ita posgition for the night.
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The attack on 17 November made it necessary for the 2nd
Battalion to readjuat.ité position for the attack, since the linme
now held ren almost perpendiculer to the line of departure, and
faced generally north. The 2nd Battalicn continued 1ts attack
to the east at 0945, against an unending belt of minefields,
booby traps, barbed wire entanglements, snemy entrenchments,
and heavy concentrations of accurate enemy artillery and mortar
fire. The attack was slowed by enémy,inriltration tolits rear.,
At approximately 1630, it had reached a position on the eastern
slope of the high ground east of Stream “T" from which ROAD MA"
could be dqminﬁted by fire. After reaching this position, the
Battallon was ordered to secure 1lta position for the night.

One Company of the 3rd Battalion (in reserve) was commlited
at 1415 to clear the enemy infiltratian‘in rear of the 2nd
Battalion. The 3rd Battalion continued te protect the south
flank of the Regiment and asgist in clearing TRAIL “ER.

In the second days operatlons, the Regiment bad advanced
approximately 1000 yards to dominate ROAD "A" -- the main north-
south road through the HURTGEN Forest. The Regiment suffersd
104 enlisted men and 2 Officer casuslties during the day.

Of importance in the enemys defenses were his extremely
heavy and accurate artillery and mortar concentrations on all
tralls and firebreaks which could be used as supply and evacuation
routes. The Englineers were seriously hampered by this heavy fire
" in the mine sweeping and rosd maintenance necessary for supply
and evacuation, and for supporting armor. | |

The long hand éarry of cesualtles and supplles had become
a2 major problem. Additional carrying parties and litter squads
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wore formed from Headquarters, Service Company, and reserve
elements of the Regiment --.even replacements had to be used as
carrylng partles.

THIRD DAY OF ATTACK (18 November) (34) (35)

‘The mission of bresching the SIEGFRIED LINE soon bolled
down to the job of effecting & penetration of the HURTGEN
FOREST, and then cleaning out the ensmy that remained 1n it.

The scheme of maneuver for 18 Novenmber was to attack to the
east at 0830 with the lst and 2nd Battalions sbreast, lst
Battalion on the left; with the 3rd Battalion, in reserve, pro-
tecting the MSR (TRAIL "E"), The 1lst end 2nd Battallon were to
eross ROAD A" and seizé hills HY" gng #ZM respectively.

An eneﬁyﬂcounterattack was launched against the 2nd Battalibg
at 0700 hours but was qulickly repulsed by artillery and small
arms fire, The attack jumped off as scheduled and advanced
slowly against heavy machine gun and small arms fire, and an
extensiv§ anti-peraonnei mine field which was both wide and deep.
Congsiderable time was spent in negotiating this minefield. 'Hean—
while, Company "F", which had been protecting the right (south)
flank of the Ba%télion, and which had beaten off the enemy
counterattack early that morming, loat both direction and contact.
The Company was not located until late in the afternoon. The
attack was furthar slowed by heavy and extremely accurate artil-
lery fire; and, the evacuation of the Battalion Conmander
(Lieutenant Colonel Glen D. Walker), the Battalion 8-3 (Captain
George F. Kerr), and the Battalion Communication Officer, who was

wounded by enemy artillery fire, The Battallon Executive Officer

(34) Personal knowledge .
(35) A-4, p. 5, 6

19



(Major Joseph T. Semuels) moved forward_with a new Battallon
8-3 to assume command., Within five minutes affer reaching the
Battalion Command Poat the new Battalion Commander had been
wounded and the new S-3 was killed. The Regimental S-2 (Major
Howard Blazzard) was sent forward to take command of the Znd
Battalion. By the time he reached the Battalion Command Post
no member of the staff remained -- all had been wounded &nd
evacuated., Assisted only by one runner, Major Blazzard started
the Battalion forward at 1430. At 1650 it had pushed forward
and had reached lts ob jective (HILL “2z"),. Here, 1t was ordered
to tie in with the lat Battalion andrsécure its poaition for
the night, _

~ The lst Battallon advanced against strong artillery and
_mortafrfira. Fighting hard, the Battalion crossed ROAD "A"
1013; and from there advenced an additional 500 yards, seizing
HILL "Y" by 1430 hours.

As the atteck developed, the 3rd Battamlion echeloned to
the north, maintained contact between the lat and 2nd Battglions,
and protected the north flank of the Cambﬁt Toame

Since the Combat Team wa§ once more fighting with both
flanks and rear open, and with a frontage of more than 3,500
yards of dense woods, and with only about 1,500 yards of which
woere oceupled, the nightlj buttoning up procedure of the Rifle
Battalions spproximated the idea of the British hollow square
(a square with one line parallel with the enamy'liﬁes, and one
line parallel to each flank).

A two day's supply of rations and ammunition was kept

moving forward to within each Battalion's perimeter. These
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supplies were to make the Battalion gelf sustaining, if cut
off by the enemy, until physical contact could be regalned.
Heavy artillery and mortar fire continuned to interdlct the
heavily mined fire-breaks which were made masses of desp mud by
the continual_rains and sﬁow. Two additional Platoons of Company
nC" 4th Engineer (C) Battalion were placed in direct support of
the qubat Team, but 1t was impossible to get supporting armor
to thﬂ attaéking elements., Long hand-carries werse necessary to
supply these units snd to evacuate éasualties. Communication
was seriously hampered as enemy mortar and artillery fire
-destroyed radlos and cut wire lines,
The Combat Teem had gained spproximately 1,000 yerds at a
‘coat of 150 enlisted men and 13 Officer caszualties.
FOURTH DAY OF ATTACK (19 November) (35) (36)

Although ﬁlans called for the resumption of the attack on
19 Hovember, this was 1mpract1ca1 and Divisien directed that the
attack be postponed. The major reasons for this were:; TRAIL "E"
had bsen.so'heavily'minad that engineers were .not yet able to “
~clear it ~- after the traii had been swept twice, vehicles still
hit mines in the déep rhts, and & third sweeping disclosed addition
mines; hand carry of wounded and supplies was so long that a
further advance was ‘an 1mpcssibility.‘ The hﬁnd carfy of
supplies and wounded had become so long that the uﬁe of all
avallable peraonﬁel, including hewly arrived replacements, was
8till not enough to provide adeguate supply and evacuatioﬁ
services; the bridge across the swift mountain stresm near ths

Junction of ROADS "A"™ and ®B" had been blown ocut -- the bridge

(35) Personal kmowledge
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site, together with the valley, was under such heavy and continuous

| artillery fire, 1nclﬁding railroad guns, that it had been impoasible
to bridge the stream, thus forcing carrying parties and litter
squads to ford the neck-deep icy water of the stream which had
fleocoded out of its banks. The 3rd Battalion was no longer an
effective fighting force. Company "I" which had taken over the
defensive flank to the north when the 1st Bettallion turned eaat,
had not been relieved by the 24th Cavalry Reconnalssance Séuadron,
although this relief had been ordered 24 hours earller; Company
HL" had been seriously disorganized by loss of key personnel and
by fallure of mop-up parties to return.

- The day was used for regrouping, reorganizing, consclidating
positions, opening TRAIL "E", and resupplying. Intense artillery -
and morter fire repéatadly knoclked out all communications and,
together with the precipltous terrain, serioualy hindered resupply.
Patrols were active on both sides; |

Qgéﬁp///“ A by-passed enemy strong point opened fire oﬁ the security
7 outpost of the Regimental Commsend Post at 1545, Company "K®,
ordered to the Command Post to bolster sscurity and reduce this
strongpoint, was in position by 1830, The poaitien ef this strong-
point suggested the possibility of its having been used as an
observation post to adjust unusually accurate artillery fire
. which the 2nd Battalion had rsceived the day before.
Although action had been comparatively light, the Regiment
suffered 102 enlisted men and 7 Offlicer casualtles during the

daye
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FIFTHE DAY OF ATTACK (20 November) (37) (38) (39)
{8ee Map D) -

‘Om 20 November, the regimental zone of action was reduced
in width by approximately 1000 yards by moving the boundary
between the 22nd and 12th Infentry Regiments to the north.

The attack was resumed at 0850, 20 November. The lat and
2nd Battallions were to attack abreast, 2nd Battalion on the
right, along the axis of ROAD "B®™ to seize the dominating terrain
600 yards to the sast. The 3rd ﬁattalion, in reserve, was to
open ROAD "A®™ as an MSR, clearing it north to the Combat Tesam
boundary. ‘ | |

The enemy launched a coordinated attack against the 2nd
Batfalion's positions at the same time that the 2nd Battalion
attacked. In the vigorous close-in fight resulting from this
head-on collision of two attacks, the 2nd Battaliaﬁ advanced
slowly and had one depany on its objeective at 1000, An Infantry-
armor eounterattack was launched against Znd Battalion positions
from the southeast at 1050, Company "L® was ordersd to reinforce
the 2nd Battalion. The counterattack was repulsed with machine
gun angd artillery fire; and_the situation was clearad by 1215
¥ hours. Company "L" wag attached to the 2nd Battalion and went
into position to cover the Battalion's right (south) flank,

The 1st Battalion attacked af 0920 against moderate reslstance,
and bj 1017, hed reached 1ts objective. The Battalion immediately
blocked RCAD B with mines, and covered 1t with bazooka teams. An

enemy counterattack from the north was launched against the lst

(37) Personal knowledge
(38) A-4, p. 8, 7
_ (39) A-12 :
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Battalion at 1037, The Battalion waited until it was within
close range before openihg fire freﬁ its hastily prepared posi-
tions. The counterattack was repulsed withlheavy artillery and
small arms fifa, inflieting heavy casualties on the enemy and
taking'zs p:isongrs. -

At the Combat Team Command Pogt, Company "K" attacked at
1300 to destroy the by-passed strongpoint, The strongpoint had
not been reduced by dark, and resumption of the attack was
planned.rar 21 November, This strpngpeint had caused several
casualties among Command Post Personnel; and in one skiraish,
the Headquarters Commandant (Captein David Hﬁtehell) was killed,

The 1st and 2rd Battalions were well_establiéheé on their
objectives by 1420, However, ma jor difficulties econfronted the
Combet Tesm, Forward units and'all possible sﬁpply routes were-
constantly subjected to oitrmaly.. heavy artillery end mortar
fire; the essentlal bridge nesr the junetion of RCADS "A" and
"B* had not yet been rebuilt, As enemy shelling msde the crosse
ing site untenable, the bridge was bullt in sectiéns in the
woods above the valley; the one avallable motor route (TRAIL “E")
wes &n axle-deep quagmire which hed not yet been cleared, Along
this trail, into which vehicles were canalized by thé-thick
woods, the enemy buried mines three~deep -- some so that they
would not explode until deep ruts had been eaﬁ in the mud bj
traffic,  Box mines were found along the shoulders &nd ditches
bordering the trail, Anti-lifting devices were attached to the
.great majority of mines, which neeassitated destroylng the mines
in place, and sdditional work to fill the resulting e:ntera. As

a result of these conditions, a hand carry of more than 1,500
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yards was nécessary to supply forward alements and evacuate
casualties. Armor and antitank weapons were unable to get
forwérd.

During the day the Regiment had gained spproximately 600
yards at a cost of 195 enlisted men and 8 Offlcer casuhlties.

SIXTH DAY OF ATTACE (21 November) (40) (41)

'In view of the difficulties encountered, Combat Team 22
was not ordered to continue the advance on 21 Novembers During
the night 20-21 November the Engineers, working walist deep in
icy water, installed the bridge near the junction of ROAD "A" 7
and "B", TRAIL "E" was clearsd of mines and opened to traffic.
This had facilitated the movement of armor to the attacking
elements. Shortly after daylight a small group of snemy
‘ gurrendered to armored vehicles which had Just crossed the com-

pleted bridge. This amall group of'ensmy undoubtedly had been
directing the effactive artiilary fire which had kept the ares

unfenable. .

The Combat Team was directed to clear all of ROAD "A™ in
its séctor; and, in addition, toe mop up all of_the north ﬁortion
of its sector between TRAIL "E" and ROAD "A", and to meke con-
tact with Combat Team 8 on the left. A héévylpatrol moved withe
out difficulty and without enemy contact to a previously agreed
upon point just short of the Combat Teesm's boundary, and there

awaited contact with Combat Team 8+ This contect had not
materialized by late in the afternoon. Therefore, the Division
Commender directed that a reinforced Company attack beyond the
Regimental boundary until contact was established with the 8th

{40) Personal knowledge
(41) A-4

28



Infantry attacking to the south. The 8th Infentry reported
that 1t was helﬁ up by entrenched Ihfantry'and dug-in tanlks
astride ROAD "A". Compeny "I" supported by tanks and tank
destroyers, aﬁtackad north along ROAD "A" at 1555, swept the
area, and contacted Company "L* Sth Infentry at 1655.

At 1100 Gampaﬁy ®E" resumed the attack on the enemy strong-
point near the Regimental Command Post. Supported by a tank and
a tahk destroyer, the Company dislodgad the enemy and captured
20 prisoners.

Although action.in the Regimental zone was comparatively
light, the Regiment sustained 303 enlisted and 3 Officer casualtles,
which were caused mostly by enemy artlllery and mortar fire,
SEVENTH DAY OF ATTACK (22 November) (42) (43)

' The Regiment'resumed its advance on 22 November at 0800,
The plan of attack called for the lst Battalion to feilnt several
frontal attacks, and revert to Regimen£31 reserve., The 3rd
Battalion (reassembled), would move at daylight, swing to the
'north from its reserve position and attack sround the left flank
of the lat Battallon. The 2nd Battalioﬁ'was to advance south

of ROAD "B" in the direction of GROSSHAU.

At 6930, the 3rd Battalion attacked around the left flank
of the lst Battalicn, and advanced to the southsast. Thils
envelopment proved highly succqsafulq Although contact with
attacking echelons was lost when key personnel becams casualtles;
thé 3rd Battalion's attack against strong artillery and mortar
fire gained spproximately 1,200 yards sastward to within sight
of GROS3HAU. During its advance one antiairecraft flak gun and

(42) Perscnal knowledge
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two 88mm guns were captured. The Battalion dominated and cut
by direct fire the main road jﬁnctioﬁ gzgfggg;tﬂof GROSSHAU,
and had consolidated 1ts positions so as to cut the roads lead-
ing to this junction from the weat and northwest.

The attack of the 2nd Battalion was met by an enemy attack
on its left (north) flank (attack evidently resulted from the
lst Battalion's feints to the east). 4Aided by tank destroyers,
the attack was quickly repulsed, and the attack continued ét
0950, Stubborn resistance was immediately encountered, including
fire from two dug-in self-propelled guns. Aided by Cal. .50
machine gun fire from tgﬁk destroyers, the Battallon slowly
pushed across ROAD "C® and, desplte heavy casuaities, gained
approeximately 1000 &ards. The Battallon's south flank became
more éxposed as the attack progressed, 100 replacements which
had Just reported to the 2nd Battalion were used to secure its
south flank,

The 1lat Battallon, in réser?e, sent one Company to the
south to strengthen the 2nd Battalion's right (south) flank.

During the day the Regiment had gained approximately 1,200
yards at a cost of 162 enlisted ﬁen and 5 Officer casunaltles,

EIGHTH DAY OF ATTACK (23 November) (44) (45)

The Regiment was not ordered to continue the advance on 23
November. Operations were limited to consolidation, readjust-
ment, resupply, reorganization, mopping up enemy pockets, clear-

ing ROAD "B" to the trail junction west of GROSSHAU, moving up

armor and“antitank 2uns.

(44) Persocnal knowledge
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The 2nd Battalion consolidated its positions during the day
and gained contrel, by fire, of two trail junctions approximately
500 yards to its front. _

A small task force of the lst Battalicn, including a platoon
of tanﬁs and a mine sweeping detachment of engineers, moved
eastward along ROAD WB" gt 0850. Against moderate artillery and
mortar fire, but negligible Infantry opposition, the forces
cleared the area and road to the 3rd Battalion.by 1330 The
platoon of tanks rsmained in support of the Srd Battallon.

Enemy pressure on the north flank of the Srd Battalion
increased during the day, but the Battalion held its positions
snd, after a stiff fire«fight, clgared a nearby hunting lodge
of enemy. | '

Heavy artillery and mortar fire continued to peound the
Regimental area; with 3rd Battallion pasitions ﬁnder direct
artillery fire from GROZSHAU. Although action was comparatively
light, the Reglment sustained 238 enlizted men and 6 Officer
casualiies. |

NINTH DAY OF ATTACK {24 November) (46} (47)

The 24th of November was another day of resupply, consoli-
dation, reorganlzation, mopping-up of enemy pockets, and movement
of armor to attackling elements,.

The 12th Infantry's advance south of the Hegiment relieved
some pressure on the 2nd Battalions south flank. In view of
this development, Company "B" (extending and protecting the 2nd
Battallons south flank) was felieved of 1ts mission and returned

to the 1st Battalion ares at 1450,

(46) Personal kmowledge
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Company "A" 1lst Battalion (1in reéerve), was moved esstward
to tie 1# with,;and sxtend the 3rd Battalien's north flank,.

Enemy ﬁrtilleryland mortar firs continued to pound the
Reglmental area.. Even though action during the day had been
limited, the Regiment sustained 90 enlisted men and 2 Officer
casualties. | _

Replacements through thls date now totaled 1,003 enlizted
men and 32 Officers, as compared to 1,317 enlisted men and 52
Officer casualties, which left the Regiment considerably undsr
strength and painfully short in experienced combat men and
speclallsts,

TENTH DAY OF ATTACK (25 November) (48) (49) _

 On 25 November the Hegiment planned an early attack‘by the
2nd and 3rd Battalions, 2nd Battalion on the right. To effect
surprise, the attack was to be made without artillery support.
The 3rd Battalion was to envelop GROSSHAU from the north and
" take the towmn from that direction. The 2nd Battalion was to
push to the eastern edge of the woods from which direct fire
could be placed on both KLEINHAU end GROSSHAU. The lst Battaliom
would be in reserve. -

Attacking at 0745 hours, the 3rd Battalion rapidly pushed
northeast to the edge of the woods north of GROSSHAU, took 50
prisoners during the operation and paused to reorganize before
pushing south to the town. The latter attack, delayed by
difficulties in getting tanks and tank destroyers forward, jumped
off at 1145, As the Battalion started meross the open ground
north of GROSSEAU, the assault was met with immediate and

(48} Perscnal knowledge - .
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powerful enemy reaction, Self-propelled guns, mortar, artillery,
and machinse gun fire from the town stopped the attack, disabling
four tanks and two tank destroyers. Purther 3rd Battallon
attempis to assault the town from the north were repulsed, and
at 1500 the Battalion dug in for the night.

As tanks were unable to negotiate the poor roads to the 2nd
Battalion, the Battalion attacked at 0820 without armored support.
Agalnst bittarrresiStance, the Battalion pushed eastward approxi-
mately 800 yards to 1ts objeetive -- the edge of the woods south-
east of GROSBHIE -~ by 1039. After considerable trail repair and
mine clearing, tanks wers able to reach the Battalion's forward
positions late in the aftermoon, |

The lst Battalion, in reserve, moved east following the
advance of the 3rd Battalion, with one company aztride ROAD "B%,
This company dug in for the night near the road junction 700
yards west of GROSSHAU, The remainder of the lst Bettalion
moved eastward to poaitions held the previous night by the 3rd
Battalion.

Even though gains made during the day had cost the Regiment
125 enlisted men and 11 Officer casualties, it had reached posi-
tions on the eastern fringe of the HURTGEN FOREST, from which

an asgault could be launched agalnst the townsz of GROSSHAU and
KLEIHHAU.

ELEVEHTH DAY OF ATTACK (26 November} (50) (51)

No major attack was gcheduled for 26 Hovembar as the Regl-:
ment was 2gain in neesd of reorganization. Pogltions were conacli-

dated and improved. It was apparent that GROSSHAU, instead of
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TWELFTH DAY OF ATTACK (27 November) (52) (53)

‘No ma jor attﬁck‘was scheduled for 27 Novembar, The day was
devoted mostly to consolidating positions,_and mopping up enemy
pockets which had been by-passed. ‘

Patrols from the 3rd Battalion which had been sent into
the town of GROSSHAU during the night returned at 0Cl5 and
reported enemy activity in the town. Eﬁtrenching, and the sound
of armored vehlcles were heard. ‘The fact had been definitely
eatablished that ths enemy 1nfended to defend the town st all
costa.

Company "B" attacked at 0800 to retake the ground west of
GROSSHAU which Company "C" had taken and lost the day before.
The bitterneas of this ét?ack typified the action in the battle
of the HURTGEN FOREST., Company "B" under direct artillery fire,
attacked with 105 enlisted men snd Officers against a well
orgenized positicn on dominating ground. Enemy antomatie firs
dominated all feasible évenuea of approach, The Company was
almost immediately pinned down by withering machine gun fire,
The attack had been completely atopped, and only by several
éxamples of outstanding Individual heroism was the objaétiva
reached. Individual soldlers worked up the hill, knocking out
automatic weapons ohe'by onee In this actien Pfe Macario Garcla,
ASH-58246362, advanced alone after being hit and kmocked out two
enemy mechine gun crews. He received the medal of honor for
this action. At 1230 the company, now reduced to 35 men,
asgaulted acroﬁa the short atgatch ef open ground to thelr

objective. Compeny "EP aided the attack by attacking to the

(52) Personal knowledge

a2



north and east and reached a position on the right of Company
"B". By 1440 hﬁurs Company "B" and "E® had secured the woods
at the west edge of GROSSﬁAU; Armor and tank destroyers were
reluctant to go to the support of this force dus ﬁo the possi-
bility that ROAD "B" was mined, and to the possibility of direct
fire weapons coveriﬁg the road. First Lieutenant Williem P,
Jourdan, antitank platoon leader, real;zing the urgency of
immediate antitank suﬁport for this depleted force, ordered the
crew of his half-track out of the vehicle and, alone, moved it
over the road proving that it was not mined. As & result of
thia example, the tanks and tenk destroyers moved forward and
the pesitions occupied by Companies "B" and "E" were consolidated
by 1800,

During the day heavy artillery and mortar fire continusd to

pound the Combat Team area. The Regiment sustained 113 enlisted

. : |
men and 9 Officer casualtias during the day.

IEIRTEENTH DAY OF ATTACK (28 November) (52) (53) (54)

On 28 November the 12th Infantry Begimenf-whieh had been on
the right (south) flank of the 22nd Infantry was aszigned a
zone of action on the left (north) flank of the 22nd Infantry,
The new boundary reduced the width of the Regimental zone to
1200 yards, compared with the original 3500, and for the first
time the Regiment was able to cover its entire zone of action,
except for minor gaps.

There was no major attack scheduled for 28 Novembere The

day was devoted to read justment, and conseolidation of positions,

and resupply.
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A task force of the Snd Battalion coordinated with the 12th
Infantry, on the left, attacked northeast at 1000 to secure HILL
90 north of GROSSHAU. The usual heavy artillery and mortar fire
was lacking. By 1350 the task force had secured HILL 80, which
had been ussd for artillery obssrvation by the enemy.

During the night 28 November a patrol from the 3rd Battalion
reached ROAD "D" north of GROSSHAU and succeeded in mining it to
deny 1ts use to the enemy.

ﬁuring the day the Regiment sustalined 113 enllsted men and
4 Officer casualties.

POURTEENTH DAY OF ATTACK (29 November) (55) (56)
1See Map E)

The scheme of maneuver on 29 Hovambar called for an attack

by the 3rd Battallon to bypass GROSSHAU to the north through the
edge of the woods, and seize the high ground northeast of the
tom. This terraln overlcooked the eastern approaches to the
town. The lat Battalion was to follow the 3rd Battaelion and
protect'ita flanks, The 2nd Battalion'waa to contain GROSSHAU
and protect the Combat Tesm's right flank south of the town.

It was hoped that this would make the town untensble and force
the enémy to surrender wlthout the Regiment making a costly
frontal asssult againat the town.

Ordered to attack at 1100, the 3rd Battalion wes delayed
by heavy artillery fire, and jumped off at 1200, The Battalion
pushed northeast against continued determined resiatance, and at
1620 was 700 yards north of its objective -- ready to swing south,

Resupply was diffiéult and heavy fire was received from HILL 92

(55) Peracnal lkmowledge
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(to the northeaét) which was not.camplately controlled by the
12th Infantry bn the left. Despite the approaching darkness,
the Battallon was ordered to continue the attack. A4t 1830 it
reached its objective northeast of GROSSHAU.

The 1lst Battslion moved to the east, and by 1445 had
‘ occupied the original positions of the 3rd Battelions The
Battalion remained in this position to assist the 3rd Batta;ion
in the capture of GRDSSHEU..

‘During the morning the Chief of Staff, 4th Divislon, called
the Regimental Commander, and in the name of the Divisian‘
Commander, directed that GROSSHAU be taken that day. This super-
ceded the ﬁraviously apprdvad plan of encircling GROSSHAU and
then‘calling for its surrender under a flag of truce. The order
came from General Coliins, (VII Corps Commander) and could not
be changed, Against the better Judgment of the Regimental
Commander (Colonel Charles T. Lanham), the 2nd Battallon was
~ordered to assault GROSSHAU from the west. The 2nd Battalion
began its assault on GROSSHAU at 1250. Simultanecus with the
attack of the 2nd Battallon, tanks located on the south (right)
flank of the Battallon were to aasault-the town from the scuth.
The tanks almost immedistely ran into a heavy mine field and two
tanks were lost. A bog further restricted the movement of the
tanks, but they continued seeking a route into GROSSHAU. The
attack of the 2nd Battalion was immediately met with an enenmy
countepattack against its right fronte Fighting againat
fanatical resistance, the attack had carried only 75 yards beyond
the first house in the town by 1635 hours. Meanwhile, the tanks

had gotten around the bog and Joinéd the Battallon in the western
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part of the towne. The Bnttalibn was ordered to continue the
aftack regﬁrdless of nightfall, The Infantry-Tank attack
progressed slowly against mine and sutomatic weapons, however,
by 1915 the town had surrendered. GROSSHAU, in reality, was a
well fortified poaition. The town was found to consist of |
buildings with reinforced concrete basements, equipped with
‘8teel doors snd firing slits. Air bomberdment and artillery
fire had had 1little offect on these fortifications. Its anti-
tenk weapons dominated the entire GROSSHAU-KLEINHAU opening (a
clearing in the forest), More than 100 prisoperarwere takens
Patrels from the 2ﬁd Battalion, in GROSSHAU, and patrols from
the 3rd Battallion on the high ground, northeast of GROSSHAU,
esteblished contact at 2304,

Roads snd tralls that had been taken durlng the-day were
cleared of mines, and antitank weapons were rushed forward to
support the 3rd Battalion, and to further reinforce thﬂJ2nd
Battalion of GROSSHAU. Supplies were rushed forward to éffeet
resupply before daylight 30 Novembers

| At 1630 the 46 Armored Infantry Battalion was attached to
the combat team, preparad to'attack in coordinstion with the
Regliment on 30 November.
| During the day the Regiment sustalned 158 enlisted men and
4 Off'icer casualties.

FIFTEENTH DAY OF ATTACK (30 November) (57) (58)

- Although there was no enenmy actlon during the night 29-30

November, heavy artillery and mortar concentrations pounded the

aroesa,

(57) Personal lmowledge
(58) a-4, p. 13
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The plan:of attack on 30 November, was to attack with the
3pd and 2nd Battalions, and the 46th Armored Infantry Battalion
abreast, in that order from left to right, to seize the edge of
the forest south and west of GEY, a pesition from which a coordi-
nated Infantry-Armor attack could be launched against DUREN. The
1st Battalion, in reserve, would follow the ard Battalion and
cover the gap between the 3rd and 2nd Battalions, The attack was
to be preceded by heavy artillery and mortar concentrations,

Following the artillery and mortar concentrations, the 3rd
Battalion attacked at 1130, At first the 3rd Battallon met
relatively little resistance, and at 1500 was 300 yards short
of 1ts objective. However, opposition stiffened, and the attack
was stopped by incressing artillery and machine gun fire, forcing
the Battallon to dig-in and secure for the night,

The 2nd Battalion, leaving one Company 1n GROSSHAU attacked
east across open fields against machine gun and increasing
morter and artillery fire. By 1335 the Battalion had pushed 300
yards beyond its line of departure, but 1ts advance had been
halted by eutomatic weapons and énemy dug~in positions. The
Battalion requested armored support and at 1500, received four
tanks and two tank destroyera. However, intense artillery and
automatic weapons fire agailnst ths Battallon's forward positions
"held the unit, There was considerable enemy pressure on the 2nd
Battalion from the east and southeast.

The 46th Armored Infantry Battalion, in an approach.march
to its line of departure, received small arms fire at 1020 from
the high ground northeast of KLIENHAU, which had been reported

secured the previous day by elements of Combat Command "R®™ 5th
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Armored Division. This was not an unusual occurrences The
Battalioh, forced to fight unexpectedly‘across.opon ground and
assault a fortified hill, reached 1ts planned line of departure
only after severe fighting., The Bnttalian had reached the edge
of the forest southeast of GROSBHAU at 1516. Additional amall
gains were made against heavy artillery and enemy dug-in posi-
tions, and the battalion secured for the night at 1630, after
suffering heévy casualties; 50% of its fighting strength, 1n‘the
days'! operatione.

The lst Battalion, in reéerve, staged forward to positions
in rear of the 3rd Battalion. It controlled the high ground
approximately 400 yards northeast of GROSSHAU, and covered an
800 yard gap between the 2nd and 3rd Battelion.

During the dey the Regiment had gained approximately 600
yards at = cost of 142 enlisted men end 9 Officer casualties,.

SIXTEENTH DAY OF ATTACK (1 December) (59) (60)

Plans for the attack on 1 December called for the 3rd
Battalion to attack to the northeast to seecure the edge of the
woodg southwest of GEY. The lst Battalion; from positions in
rear of the 3rd Battalion, was to attack to the_spntheast hitting
the flank of the énemy facing the 2nd Bettalion. Hasving dis-
rupted the enemy's defense fo fhe front of the 2nd Battelion,
the Battallion was to secure the woods edge abreast of the 3rd
Battallon. S8Simultaneously, the 2nd Battslion was to make a holad-
ing attack, and theﬁ sdvance to the northeast, The 48th Armered
Infantry Battallon was to contlnue ita attaék agéinst the high

ground north of KLEINHAU and secure the edge of the forest south
and west of GEY,

(59) Personal knowledge
(60) A-5, pe 1, 2
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The Zrd Battalion attacked at 0900, and against light
opposition had reached 1ts objective by 1010.

Screened by smoke, the 1lst Battalion'a attack to the south=
east at 1000 achleved ccmplete surprlsse, overran enemy machine
gun positions, artillery observation posts, and advanced through
the woods to a point about 500 yards northeast of the 2nd
Battalion. The Battalion then turned left (northeast), leaving
one Compeny bshind to work back to the 2nd Battalion. By 1220,

. leading elements of the Battalion had reached the edge Qf the
woods west of STRASS, and tied in with the 3rd Battalion on the
left (;;;;ﬁ). ”The remaining Company swept the woods and contacted
the 2nd Battallon during the afternecon.

The 2nd Battalion attacked to the northeast at 1120, In splte
of the assistance by the lst Battalion, the Battalion made slow
progress through the woods againat heavy enemy a;tillery and small
arms firé. The Battalion paused undsr cover of the woods to
reorganlize. At 1220 the Battsllon was ordered to advance to the
high ground south of the 1st Battalion. While advancing east a
strong enemy counterattack struck the Battallion at 1645. The

remainder of the Battalion was committed and the position was
restored at 1730 hours. Severe casualtigs were suffered during
this engagemeht, especislly Company "F",

Despite hesvy casualties on 30 November, the 46th Armored
Infantry Battalion attacked at 0900.' The Battalion made smsll
gains against stiff reslstance. In view of 1ts depleted strength,
the Battalion was authorized, at 1112, to withdrew to its line of
departure. The Battalion was detached from the Regiment at 2400,

The Regiment sustained 137 enlisted men and 7 officer casual-
tiea during the day's operation, and had reached the edge of the
" woods within sight of GEY and STRAUSS. "
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THE SEVENTEENTH DAY OF THE ATTACK (2_Qpcemher) (61)(62)

The plans for the attack on 2 December called for an attack
to the south by the lat and 3rd Battalion, lst Battallon on the
right, to clear ths‘woods in front of the 2nd Battalion, and
assist its advance. However, before the attack could be started,
a strong_ enemy counterattack by & battalion of 250 fresh infantry
troops hit the 3rd Battallon, broke through the line held by
- Company "I", and headed for the high ground northeast of GROSSHAU.
Gampany'“K" moved asouth to seal the penetration. At 0740 the
Regimentdl=Commander sent all available men from rear elements
forward. The 60 man detachuent of riflemen organized from anti-
tank company was moved forward from its reserve pasitian in
GROSSHAU. Shortly thereafter, an 80 man detachment, organized
from Regimental Headquarters and Servicé Companiss moved to GROSSHAU
as a qcmbat team reserve, and to defend the town,

The counterattack penetrated to the hill northeast of
GROSSHAU. All available armor and tank destroyers under the
command of the Executive Officer, 70th Tank Battalion, were
ordered to retake and defend the hill northeast of GROSSEAU,

A3 the attack developed, Company‘"G“ movad north to the edge of

the clearing northeast of GROSSHAU. Companies "K" end "L" sealed
the initial penetration snd re-established the frént. Elements

of the 3rd Battalion had again dominated the high ground northsast
of GROSSHAU, and by 1025 the tanks and tank destroyers of the

70th Tank Battglion were supporting the troops on thilis high ground.
By 1155 the sltuation was well in hand. Pront lines had been

re-established on original positions.

Information was received at 1500 that the Regiment would be
relieved on 3 December bj the 330th Infantry of the 83rd Infantry

ESI) Personal knowledge
62) A-5, p. 2,3
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Division. In view of this facﬁ pesitions were further prepared
defensively.

The day's operations had cost the Regiment 49 enlisted men
and 3 officer casualties.

RELIEF OF COMBAT TEAM 22 (5 Desember) (63)(64)(65)(66)

The relief of the Regiment began on the moraing of 3 December.
It wan delayed by an enemy attsack sgainst the 1lat Battslion in
the morning, and an air attaak of approximately 40 enemy fighter
planes in the afternoons Any movement in the-znd Battaliou ares
brought heavy enemy machine gun and artillery fire upbn the
battalion positions. Smoke was used to soreen the movementa, but
oven with this aid the relief could not be completed until after
dark. -

Responsibility for the area was turned ever to the Commanding
Officer, Z30th Infantry, at 1900 and the 22nd Iafantry moved to
assembly arecas sapproximately five miles west of the front lines
preparatory to moving to ILuxembourg.

Although action had been comparatively light, the Regiment
sustained 178 enlisted men end 1 Officer casualties.

Combat Team B2 had completed its battle through the HURTGEN
FOREST~-the most diffionlt task ssasigned to it during its eombat
operations in Burope: It hed made & great sontributiom to the
lgt US Army attack toward COLOGNE. In the eighteen days of the
campaign the Regiment had suffered 2575 enliated men and 103
Officer casualties, of which 126 enliasted men end 12 Officers werse
killed in action. During this time the Regiment had received 1951

(683) Personal knowledge
‘54) A—s. p. 5

(65) A~13

(66) A=T7; A~8
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3. EXCESSIVE PERIODS OF EXTREME COMBAT

The fallurs to reliéve the regiment after a few days of
severe fighting, was, Iin my opinion,Atha diresct cause of unnsceasary
casualties which could have been avoided by timely rellef of the
reglment. Forced to live under extremely hazardous conditions
for long periods results in & higher percentage of casualtles
than might be expected normally. Excessive fatlgue causes ﬁhe
individual soldier to become indifferent and careless in the
performance of his combat dutles. To avoid conditions of this
nature the operational plans of highsr commanders must include
rrovigions for the frequent reiief of unlts from combat for reat,
rehabiliﬁation, and training. Excessive casualtiss, combined
with severe fighting, necessitated immédiata‘employmsnt of
replacements as fast as they arrived thereby reducing the combat
effectiveneas of the regiment. The exposure of thess inexperienced
troéps to extreme combat conditibns before they had been Intee
grated into the Combat team caused unneceasary waste of manpower,
and could have beeﬁ avolded,

4. OFFENSIVE CAPABILITIES OVER ESTIMATED

The offensive capabllitlss of friendly forces in this type
terrain wers over estimated. Tﬁis,was probably attributable to
under estimation of the casualty rate, optimism resulting froem
the rapid succeasses in France and Belglum, and the opinion that
the Germsn Army was about to collapss. It may also have resulted
in a faillure to appreclate fully the vast difference between
fighting in open terrain under favorable weather conditions and
fighting in thickly wooded terrain under adverse weather condi=

tions and, too, for the most part the infantry was Torced to fight
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enlisted men and 45 Officer replacements. It had pushed 7,500
yards through the most difficult terrain in Germany, under adverse
weather conditions, and had captured 775 prilsoners belonging to
87 different German units.

For its actiom in the HURTGEN FOREST, the regiment received
a commendstion from the VII Corps Gommander (Gensral J. Lawton
Collins). The regiment was later cited for this actlon.

ANALYSIS AND CRITICISM

1. SUPPLY AND EVAGUATION

Suppiy and Evecuation personnel wers inadequate to cope
with the supply and evacuatlion problem, even though'this persocrmel

had been augmented with persormel from other elementa of the
Regiment. ZEvacuation of casualtless was unable to keep pace with
the casualties received. This resulted in unnecessary delay in
reﬁoving casualties from the battlefield, and svacuation. The
advance of the regiment was actually stopped several times by the

exceaslve hand carries necessary to resupply and svacuate

casualtlies.

2., ZONE OF ACTION

The frontage assigned the Regiment initially, 3,500 yards,
could not possibly be covered adequately by a unit of this size,
in this type of terrain. Consequently, in order to employ
sufficient'strength In its effert, ths regiment was compelled
to confine its attack to approximately half its assigned zone,
which resulted in exposed flanks, bypassed enemy posltions, enemy.
infiltration, and the constant threat of encirclement. ‘A nérmal
zone of sction in this type of terrain would have resulted in

conglderably fewer casualties than were sustained. .
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without the close effective support of artillery to which they
were accustomed.

5.  COMMUNICATIONS

The éommunication personnel assigned to the regiment, despite
continuous and aggressive efforts, was not éufficieﬁt to adequately
maintalin and operaté lines of communications in operatiocns in
this type terrain, even though communication teams were augmented
with personnel from other elements of the regiment. The fallure
of highsr hsadquarters to make provisions for additional commimi=-
catlion personnel made control difficult, and the coordination
of attecking units was fregquently delayed.
6+  ARTILLERY

Although effective in counterbattery action, in the destrue-
tion of certain defended localitlies, in hampering the movement
of reserves, and in breaking up counterattacks as could be detected
before they were launched, the dense tree growth md the close
proximity of opposing forces, rendered the artillery generally
incapable of assisting effectively and continuously the immedlate
advance of the Infantry. Consequently, the artillery had to
resort to huge concentratlions to smassh:through the thieck tree
growth to stun or kill the enemy along the route of advance.

The effectivenesa of 1ts fires was further reduced by poor visl-
billity afforded forward cobaervers. |
7o ADVERSE WEATHER CONDITIONS

The adverse weather conditions seriously handicapped the
operations, Heavy precipitation, raln or snow, and extreme cold
caused innuwmerabls casualtles, and réduced roads and trails to
pools of ﬁud which beceme impassable to both wheeled and track

laylng vehicles, and taxed road maintenance crews beyond thelr
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capabllities., The weather conditions caused the regiment to
fight without continuous and effectlve air support, and, for the
most pert, without ammored support. The postpenemeht of the
attack pendlng favorable weather conditions would have resulted
in a much guicker gziision with far less casualtlies than were

sustained.,.

Se ARMORED UNITS

Thickly wooded areas prevented maneuver of armored units
and cenalized thelr movements. The effectiveness of their fire-
power was greatly reduced because of poor visibllity.

LESSONS

le In situastions rsquiriﬁg resupply and evacuation by hand

carrying parties over long distances_J sdditienal personnel must
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be assigned te this duty.
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2e Zones of actien must be small enough to permlit observancs
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of the principle of wmass, end should be conaldersq alvig with

ey

the terrain and ‘enemy capebilities.

5. Combat under extremely hazardcus conditions for extended
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periods without relief readuces the combat effectiveness cf a unit.

Sa Uhits should be removed from front line positions

when sxcessive casualties hsve been sustained.
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b. Replaeements spould be integrate@ in the unit and

tralned before being cammitted to actien.
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4, The capabilities of friendly and enemy forces must be
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correctly esthmated._
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5. In woeds fighting, against heavy enemy srtillery'support,

cemmunication facilities must reinforced to reduce the
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possibility of a complete breakdown.
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6. In general the artillery cannot assiat erfectively

and continuously thﬂ immediate advance of 1nfantry engaged in
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woods flghting.
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Ts Weather eonditions Is one of the most important single
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factors effecting combat operations.
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8. e effactiveness of armored units in woods fighting is
\‘: Rt AT R -
greatly reduced.
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